
 
 

TIME FOR TREATIES 
Public Forum “Men speak out for Treaty” 

 

Monday, 14 March 2016 - 6 pm for 6.30 pm start  

 Redfern Community Centre, 29-53 Hugo Street Redfern 

 

SPEAKERS: 
 

YINGIYA MARK GUYULA, Djambarrpuyngu Nation, Yolngu Nations 

Assembly Spokesperson 

TERRY MASON, Awabakal Man, Chair of NTEU A&TSI Policy Committee 

TONY McAVOY SC, Wiri Man, Barrister 

TAUTO SANSBURY, Narungga Elder and Aboriginal Advocate 

CHRIS SARRA, Gurang Gurang, Founding Chairman, Stronger Smarter 

Institute 
 

Facilitator: Jeff McMullen, journalist and film-maker 
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“We the Aboriginal Peoples of Australia have been waiting for over 200 
years for formal and binding agreements with Government. We want the 
opportunity to take control over our lives and determine our futures through 
legal agreements, compacts, covenants or treaties established in law and 
enforceable in the courts.” 

There is great discussion around recognition in our constitution, but where 
is the acknowledgement that this land has never been ceded? Where is the 
recognition that basic rights are being denied and no redress is being 
made? No treaty has ever been signed with our First Peoples, allowing their 
rights to be continually attacked by measures like the Northern Territory 
Intervention: 

 “Under the Intervention we lost our rights as human beings, as Australian 
citizens, as First People of the Land. We feel very deeply the threat to our 
languages, our culture and our heritage. Through harsh changes we have 
had removed from us all our control over our communities and our lives. 
Our lands have been compulsorily taken from us. We have been left with 
nothing.” Statement of Elders: “Walk With Us” 2011. 

“Shamefully, Australia is the only Commonwealth country that has not 
negotiated a Treaty with its traditional owners. This is a sad indictment on 
this country and has created a real barrier for meaningful change.  
A Treaty would empower us, bring pride and outcomes, allow us to make 
decisions for ourselves and put us in charge of our own destiny.” 
Tauto Sansbury – Huffington Post 2016 

The call for Treaties is strong from First Nations People as they attempt to 
protect rights to which they should be entitled under International Law. 
Following on from our 2015 event, First Nations ‘Women Speak out for 
Treaty’, STICS will host a public forum with five First Nations Men from 
around the country, to be followed by a brief Q&A session. 

 

More info: www.stoptheintervention.org                                 

Alex – 0449184801 

Facebook: ‘Stop the Intervention Collective Sydney’ 

 

 

Donate to: Stop the Intervention Collective Sydney, BSB number: 06 2212, 
Account number: 10452725, ABN 56 162 064 644. 
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